From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 


Ann Looney <alooney(a)moses-ma.org> 

Friday, August 19, 2011 2:13 PM 

Hanchett, James (DPH); Salem, Sharon (DPH); Pontes, Rebecca (DPH); Farak, Sonja 
(DPH) 

FW: Thursday's Republican did have a follow-up article 
8-18BostonHerald.doc 


FYI 


From: Colleen Turner fmailto:colleen@btc-boston.com1 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2011 1:52 PM 

To: Joe Dorant; B. Marie Cunningham, M.O.S.E.S.; Ann Looney; auntiel26@aol.com : mqates@moses-ma.orQ: Bridget K. 
Quinn; Mickey Splaine, DOT 

Subject: Re: Thursday's Republican did have a follow-up article 
Here it is plus a hard copy of the Herald piece from Matt Murphy: 

UMass drug-testing lab at Amherst 
scheduled to close 

Published: Thursday, August 18, 2011, 3:45 PM Updated: Thursday, August 18, 

2011, 4:14 PM 

By Dan Ring, The Republican 

BOSTON -The administration of Gov. Deval L. Patrick is confirming that it 
will close a state-run, drug-testing laboratory in Amherst at the end of next 
month because of budget problems. 

The lab, a longtime fixture at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 

is the only lab in Western Massachusetts for weighing and testing illegal drugs 
seized by local police departments. 

"Due to an unprecedented fiscal situation we have had to make extremely 
difficult decisions and at this time we plan to consolidate our resources and 
close the Amherst Drug Lab," said Jennifer Manley, communications director 
for the state Department of Public Health, in a statement. 

The statement said the public health department will save $192,000 in salaries 
this fiscal year with a closing date of Sept. 30. The total savings for this fiscal 
year would be $227,000, the statement said. 

According to Manley, four employees at the lab will be laid off, but under 
union rules, they may have the opportunity to bump other employees 
depending on their position and seniority. 

The planned closure of the lab comes after the Patrick administration 
shuttered a popular branch of the Registry of Motor Vehicles at the 
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Eastfield Mall in Springfield in 2009 as part of a plan that shut down 11 
Registry branches across the state to cut costs during a fiscal crisis in state 
government. Officials of the state's Trial Court are also planning to close 
Westfield District Court and move its employees and operations to other 
nearby district courts as part of a move to close a dozen courthouses across 
the state to save money. 

The lab, which employs three chemists and a supervisor, analyzed 4,629 
samples of illegal drugs for municipal police departments in Western 
Massachusetts, plus an additional 1,527 samples that came from the main 
state lab in Boston, during the most recent fiscal year, according to the 
Massachusetts Organization of State Engineers and Scientists, the union that 
represents employees of the lab. 

Joseph Dorant, president of the Massachusetts Organization of State 

Engineers and Scientists, said he met with public health officials on 
Wednesday afternoon and they told him of the planned closure of the lab by 
Sept. 30. Dorant said the planned closure doesn't make sense. 

"The impact on public safety in the western part of the state is going to be 
devastating," Dorant said. 

Police in Western Massachusetts may need to transport seized drugs to the 
public health lab in the Jamaica Plain section of Boston, Dorant said. 

The closure of the Amherst lab will increase the current 90-day backlog at the 
Jamaica Plain lab and require local police to spend more time on the road, 
Dorant said. It could also take longer to test illegal drugs from Western 
Massachusetts, he said. 

Springfield police currently transport drugs to the lab once a week and 
Holyoke police, once every three weeks, he said. 

More details coming in The Republican. 


Colleen Turner 
BTC-Boston 
15 Otis Place - Unit 1 
Newburyport, MA 01950 

ph: 617.429.2217 
fx: 866.849.5967 

colleen@btc-boston. com 


From: "Joe Dorant" <jdorant@,moses-ma.org > 

Organization: M.O.S.E.S. 

Date: Fri, 19 Aug 2011 13:15:03 -0400 

To: "Colleen Turner" < colleen@btc-boston.com > 

Cc: < auntiel26@aol.com >. "Ann Looney" < alooney@moses-ma.org >. < mgates@moses-ma.org >. '"Bridget K. 
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Quinn'" < bkql974@vahoo.com >. "Splaine, Michael \(MHD\)" < Michael.Splaine@state.nia.us > 
Subject: RE: Radio interview 


State News Service 


From: Joe Dorant [mailto:idorant@moses-ma.org1 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2011 1:04 PM 
To: Colleen Turner 
Subject: Radio interview 


Colleen 

I think this is where the interview was from. Northeast Public Radio Albany NY ???? The person 
who interviewed me was Patrick Donges. I have a call into him to get info on how I can listen to 
it and when it will be run. I also heard I made the Herald. 

htt p ;//www. wamc.org/ 


Thanks! 
Joe 


3 


Folk OIG PRR 084786 



